Growth Group discussion questions for Philemon
Week of Jan. 7-10, 2018
1. NCC Q18: Will God allow our disobedience and idolatry to go unpunished?
A: No, every sin is against the sovereignty, holiness, and goodness of God, and against his righteous law, and
God is righteously angry with our sins and will punish them in his just judgment both in this life, and in the
life to come.
Memorize, meditate on and be ready to recite Romans 1:18
2. What principles or thoughts had the most impact on you from the message on this passage on Sunday,
January 7th? How were you specifically challenged? What points of application did you take away from the
message?

3. Read Philemon carefully, at least twice.
4. Paul may never have envisioned that his personal letter of appeal to Philemon would become part of
Scripture and read by the Church millennia later. Yet, the Holy Spirit led the church to recognize the
inspiration and the value of this personal mail to be included into the canon of Scripture. What value do you
believe the letter of Philemon brings to the body of Christ?

5. a) List all the descriptions and comments that Paul makes of Philemon in the first seven verses. How is
Philemon viewed by Paul? How is Philemon’s faith manifesting itself in his life? (see Romans 1:8; Ephesians
1:16; Philippians 1:3)

b) If someone knew you only by reputation, how would they be likely to describe you? What character traits
would you want to be known for and why (e.g. wisdom, kindness, generosity, holiness, etc.)?

6. In Paul’s letter to Philemon, he never appeals to principles of law or doctrine; he never gives a word of
correction; he never even mentions the word “forgiveness.” Yet Philemon’s forgiveness and acceptance of
Onesimus is clearly the theme of the letter.
a) What then was the basis of Paul’s appeal to accept Onesimus as a brother? What in Philemon’s life would
cause him to forgive Onesimus?

b) What is your basis for forgiving those who have wronged and sinned against you? (see Matthew 6:14;
Mark 11:25; Ephesians 4:32; James 2:13; 1 John 3:10) What is the potential damage to you and others for
refusing to forgive someone?

c) Read Matthew 18:21-35. Summarize the teaching of this parable. How does a lack of forgiveness display a
misunderstanding of the cross?

7. It is clear in verse 10 that Paul was the instrument of the gospel in the life of Onesimus. Paul was sending
Philemon a man who was different than the one who left. How was Onesimus a changed man? What
differences might Philemon see in Onesimus? What should people see in our lives when we experience the
forgiveness of God? (see Matthew 3:8; Colossians 3:22-24; 1 Peter 2:10)

PRAY IN THE GROUP
• What has God impressed on you through this study? Pray that God would enable you to grow in any areas of
spiritual conviction.
• Cornerstone is evaluating candidates for a worship leader position in January. Pray for wise evaluation and
selection of the candidates and for God’s sovereign working in all the details needed to fill the position.

