“FOLLOWING CHRIST: Servanthood”
Growth Group Discussion Questions for 1 Pet 4:7-11
Week of February 3-6, 2019
1. Scripture memory: Memorize, meditate on, and be ready to recite Ps. 63:5. Review Ps. 63:1-4.
2. Carefully read 1 Peter 4:7-11 at least twice.
3. The theme of the book of 1 Peter is introduced in 1 Peter 1:3-9, where the apostle Peter moves
back and forth between present occurrences in the church (trials, testing, persecution, suffering),
and the future hope of these first century Christians.
a) What things were taking place in the present for these believers (v.3,5,6,7a,8)?

b) What things would take place in the future for these believers (v.4,5,7b,9)?

c) How would their hope for the future influence their lives in the present?

4. 1 Pet 4:7-11 expands the theme of the book by calling these believers to specific actions in the
present with their eyes firmly fixed on the future (v. 7,11b). List the specific actions that believers
were called to carry out (v.7 thru 11a):

5. In 1 Peter 4:7, Peter exhorts the church to pray.
a) Without self-control and sober-mindedness, how might we be tempted to respond to the
powerful pressures that come against the church (Pro 25:28; Gal. 5:17-26)?

b) How can getting a more firm grip on our thinking, emotions, actions, and reactions, help us to
pray more effectively (1 Pet 1:13-16; 5:6-11; Col 4:2-6)?

6. In 1 Peter 4:8, Peter exhorts the church to keep loving one another earnestly, i.e., fervently,
intensely, and strenuously.
a) Explain the two reasons that Peter gives for why we should maintain an intense love for one
another (1 Pet 1:22-23; 4:8):

b) In times of trial, what things might cause our love to grow cold (1 Pet 3:8; 4:8)?

7. In 1 Peter 4:9, Peter exhorts the members of the church to show hospitality to one another.
a) How does grumbling work against the gracious care that we are called to offer to the church, our
neighbors, and even strangers (Phil 2:14-16a)?

b) What steps can you (and your family) take to better fulfill the Biblical command to show
hospitality (Rom 12:13; Heb 13:1-2, 16)?

8. 1 Pet 4:10 says that God has granted a variety of grace gifts to the members of His church, which
are uniquely suited to the church’s needs (1 Cor 12:18).
a) What gift(s) has God given you that can be used for the benefit of His church? How are you
presently using them? How might you grow in this area?

b) What is the Biblical goal for the employment of these gifts (1 Pet 4:11)?

9. 1 Pet 4:11 gives two types (or categories) of spiritual gifts that are to be used in the church:
speaking and serving.
a) Those who speak are to speak the oracles (words) of God. Where might you be used for this
purpose? What is one thing you can do to better prepare yourself to speak the Word of God?

b) Those who serve must serve with the strength that God supplies. Have you ever tried to serve in
your own strength? What was the fruit? How do we draw on the strength that God supplies?

10. What principles or thoughts had the most impact on you from the message on this passage on
Sunday, February 3rd? How were you specifically challenged? What points of application did you
take away from the message?

PRAY IN THE GROUP: Pray for Cornerstone Community Church members to grow in their service to
Christ and one another in all the ways described in 1 Peter 4:7-11. Pray especially for personal growth
in each of us as we discern where God will use us most effectively in our God-given ministries.

